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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

What’s Your Proof?

	TEACHER NAME

Linda McBride
	PROGRAM NAME

Warren County Career Center


	
	[Unit Title]
Evaluating the Argument

	NRS EFL(s)
4 – 5 
	TIME FRAME
90 minutes

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.5.1
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.5.2
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.5.1  L.5.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.5.2
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.5.3
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.5.6  R.5.7
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	W.5.4
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.5.11

	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· The learner will be able to identify and evaluate claims backed by sufficient support and determine author’s purpose backed by sufficient evidence.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
· Learners will evaluate an author’s claim and sufficiency of evidence. They will also write an argumentative essay by following the argumentative essay rubric.
· Extension activity: Common Core Achieve: Mastering Essential Test Readiness Skills (Reading & Writing): Chapter 6: Evaluate Textual Evidence



	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Learners will need to know about ethos, pathos and Logos. 
· How to determine main idea, thesis statement,


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Ask students what the difference is between fact and opinion. Have them complete Facts vs. Opinions handout as a class. Share answers. 
2. Read the first section Defining Argumentation aloud as a class.

3. Using the jigsaw method divide students into 3 groups to summarize the main points of each section. 
a. Have one group read and summarize Writers who Construct Good Arguments Remember to… Have the second group read The Importance of Knowing How to Argue and the third group read  An Argument is NOT… 
b. Once completed have the groups share out.
4. Compare what they said in step 1 with what they learned in steps 2 and 3 to see what gaps need filled in. 
5. Show Law and Order Season 16: Magnet: Closing Arguments and have students take notes on argument/counterclaims. Discuss what students wrote in their notes.
6. Distribute and work individually Example Letter Practice.  
a. Have students identify the lead or introduction, then the claim, reason and counterclaim.   
b. Check answers.
7. Display PAPA For Argument Essays and discuss the PAPA mnemonic.
8. Using the jigsaw method divide students into 3 groups to summarize the main points of each section. 

a. Group 1 reads Argumentative Claims, Group 2 reads Creating Argument Outlines, Group 3 reads The Rogerian Argument
b. When completed, have each group share the main points of their reading with the class.

9. As a group explore Argumentative Fallacies so all are aware of what not to use in argumentative writing 

10. Upon completion have students access the Persuasion Map  to create their own argumentative essays.  Provide every student with a copy of the Argumentative Essay Rubric so students know expectations.

a. For topic ideas, please see 50 Argumentative Essay Topics That Will Put Up a Good Fight or ProCon.org
11. Extension activity: Common Core Achieve: Mastering Essential Test Readiness Skills (Reading & Writing): Chapter 6: Evaluate Textual Evidence


	RESOURCES

Student copies of Facts vs. Opinions handout (attached)

Computer with Internet access

Projector, ability to project

Defining Argumentation. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.mesacc.edu/~paoih30491/ArgumentDefine.html
Computers with Internet access for student use

Jigsaw (teaching technique). (n.d.). Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jigsaw_(teaching_technique)
Law and Order Season 16: Magnet: Closing Arguments. (2011, November 29). Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZiplVINs0g&list=PLcPthSlQWzCC8rxRF6y8u10vzpIbOen99&index=4

Student copies of Example Letter Practice (attached)
PAPA for Argument Essays. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.mesacc.edu/~paoih30491/ArgumentsPapa.html
Argumentative Claims. (n.d.). Retrieved from Argumentative Claims. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.mesacc.edu/~paoih30491/ArgumentClaims.html

Creating Argument Outlines. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.mesacc.edu/~paoih30491/ArgumentsOutline.html
The Rogerian Argument. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.mesacc.edu/~paoih30491/ArgumentsThreeTypesTRT.html
The Argumentative Fallacies. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.mesacc.edu/~paoih30491/ArgumentsFallaciesQ.html
Student copies of Argumentative Essay Rubric

Argumentative Essay Rubric [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.duplinschools.net/cms/lib01/NC01001360/Centricity/Domain/366/8th-grade-argumentative-essay-rubric-final-4.pdf
Common core achieve: Mastering essential test readiness skills (Reading & Writing). (2015). Columbus, OH: McGraw-Hill Education.

	
	DIFFERENTIATION
· Allow students to work individually, in pairs, or small groups.
· During Jigsaw, provide struggling students with guided notes.

	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Instructors should be familiar with the jigsaw method. 
If students are not familiar with claims and counterclaims you could use the lesson Slip or Trip – An Investigation of Argumentative Writing available on the Teacher Resource Center.



Facts vs. Opinions
Identify each statement below as either fact or opinion.  
John loves music. 
He plays the piano and the flute.
Jessie loves to read. 
Her favorite authors are Beverly Cleary and Louis Sachar. 
She likes to read for at least an hour every night after dinner.
It is important to read to young children. 
Research shows that children who are read to from birth until they reach school age, score significantly higher in all academic areas.
Choose the example that best supports the statement.
1. Random locker searches create a safer school environment.
a. Many knives, guns, and drugs have been confiscated.
b. lovers are much neater now
c. Principals often laugh at what they see.
2. Girls that play sports are more successful later in life.
a. out of 1,000 women polled, 85% of those who ranked themselves as happy and successful in their chosen professions also noted that they participated in sports during their childhood
b. soccer is a favorite sport
c. drinking lots of water during physical activity is important
3. School lunches are among the least nutritious meals served in town.
a.  my favorite lunch is pizza, salad, and brownies
b. I never buy my lunch at school
c. Nutritionists analyzed an average week’s lunches and found them to be lacking in many essential vitamins and minerals while at the same time loaded with fat and sugar.
4. Banning a book is not always the most favorable solution to a problem.
a. often, banned books become the most well-read books in school---banning them only causes more students to want to read them.
b. Book burning is wrong
c. The Wizard of Oz is not like the movie.
5. Children watch too much television.
a. cartoons are often very funny.
b. Studies show that the average child watches three hours of TV per day
c. our family owns four televisions.
Example Letter Practice

Directions: This is an example letter from a parent concerned about her children reading Catcher in the Rye. 

While you read through the letter you need to:

1. Underline the lead

2. Highlight each claim

3. [Bracket] each piece of evidence

4. Circle the counterargument (the other perspective)

Dear North Monterey County School Board, 

Thank you in advance for taking the time to read my letter.  My son informs me that his eleventh grade class is about to read The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger.   I am writing to urge you to take this book off of your reading list immediately. 

First, and most important, the book is full of profanity.  As a parent of 5, I know that when kids hear and read profanity, they WILL repeat it.  I’m sure we can agree that the last thing we need is a bunch of 16 year olds reading and repeating the “f word” that they heard in English class, of all places.  Did you know that there are 785 instances of profanity used over the course of the book?  3 of my kids have already read Catcher in the Rye at N. County, and they told me that reading it in English class made them think it was okay to use these words in public. 

The main character of this book, a teenager named Holden Caulfield, is an absolutely terrible role model for our kids.  Do you want YOUR children running around, drinking, smoking, using profanity, and soliciting prostitutes?  Well, I certainly do not.  Besides all of these other things, the main character repeatedly violates the third of the Ten Commandments -- ''You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.''  What kind of example is this to set for our kids?  If our kids see this type of behavior, and observe that there are no serious repercussions, won’t they just go on to do it themselves?

In addition to all of the aforementioned reasons, were you aware that John Lennon's assassin, Mark Chapman, asked the former Beatle to sign a copy of Catcher in the Rye earlier in the morning of the day that he murdered Lennon. Police found the book in his possession upon apprehending the psychologically disturbed Chapman.  Perhaps this was just chance, but it seems to me that this is a dangerous book.   With all that has happened in high schools lately, why should we take any chances? 

I realize that you may think that I am just an overly conservative parent with too much time on his hands, but I assure you, this is not the case.  People who do not wish to censor the book have argued their cases based on first amendment rights and freedom of speech.  But if life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are threatened by this freedom, then doesn’t freedom of speech have to take a back seat?  If Catcher is not removed from your reading list, I will exercise my right to forbid my son to read it, seeing as he is still under 18 and this is my prerogative. 
  

Sincerely yours, 
P. Roboscis, a concerned parent
Answer these questions after reading the letter

1. Do you find this letter effective? Why/Why not

2. List 3 things the parent did well

3. List 3 things the parent could improve to make their letter more effective.
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